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BELLINGHAM HISTORIC APPRECIATION DAY 


On May 21, 1989, the Bellingham 
Historical Commission held "HISTORIC 
Appreciation Day". The concept for 
such an event had been on the minds 
of Commission members for quite some 
time. The idea was to display all the 
historical artifacts, photographs and 
memorabilia we knew we possessed but felt 
that the general public was unaware of. 

The actual planning of the event 
became a greater task than first expected. 
Our office in the lower town hall was 
literally stacked with folders, envelopes 
and boxes of memorabilia to sift through. 
The sorting of these impromptu storage 
containers made us realize just how in- 
adequate this type of system was. Pictures 
Which could never be duplicated were being 
destroyed. Also, several artifacts were 
found broken among the clutter of material. 
The historical Commission created a temp- 
orary inventory of each item. It soom 
became obvious that even commission members 
did not know of all the historical wealth 
to be found in our collection. We soon 
realized that everything could not poss- 
ibly be put out on display for the public. 
The best and most interesting things were 
moved upstairs to be incorporated into 
the exhibit. 

Several major categories were the 
focus of the display. These included; 
education, military, political, the town, 


transportation, business and industry, maps, 


quilts and social life. Into each of these 
subject matters the artifacts and relevant 
paper documents were divided. 

As part of the education display we 
had several old desks and chairs from 
different time periods, which commission 
members salvaged from the attic of the 
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School Administration Building. Also included 
_in this section were old school papers, photo- 
graphs, school books, old flags, an 1800's 
' report card, Oliver Optic books, a glass soap 
‘dispenser from a school Bathroom, ink wells 
and bottles, anda aneais music stand. 
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Old-Time Education Display 


The political display had old voting 
| lists, voting booths made of cloth, a crank 
ballot box and counter and an old ballot. 

The military section had old uniforms, 
badges, medals, a mess kit, a grooming kit, 
metal combs, fight posters, newspapers, 
rosters, Civil Defense armbands and I.D. cards 
and two gas masks. 

The area of the display devoted to the 
town had memorabilia on town buildings, such 
as the Town Hall, Library, Police Station 
and Fire Station. Also on exhibit was a com- 
plete set of Town Annuals. There was a 
piece of wood (held together by peg design) 
from the old Town Hall. 

| The transportation display was over- 
flowing with train schedules, trolly spikes, 
glass conductors and ride tokens. 

Business and industry were represented 

by such items as wooden pegs to attach soles 


eles 


to shoes, an eyelet making machine, 
a pair of old boots, farm equipment, 
amethyst mined in Bellingham, glass 
milk bottles and many photographs of 
Old mills in town. 

Maps ranged from railroad maps 
to a color-coded map of the town 
showing the locations of churches, 
schools and homesteads of old. The 
color-coded map was done by the comm- 
ission's late historian, John 
Lundvall. An 1800's map showed the 
whole of Norfolk County. 

The quilts on display were of 
special interest, but only one is the 
property of the Historical Comm. The 
Baptist Church Quilt is on loan from 
the First Baptist Trustees. Both 
quilts were all hand-sewn, over a 
number of years, by congregation 
members. On close inspection, they 
show a lot about the town, the stitch- 
ing represents old buildings anda 
number of family trees. They are 
both truly great artifacts to have. 


Ernest Taft presents gavel to 
Florence McCracken 


Also included in the exhibit 
were other significant items. There 
was a table devoted to the Grange, 
#190 memorabilia included old re- 
cord books, their sign, honor roll, 
ribbons and placques......There were 


tours of. the town, 


- were refreshments of coffee, 


‘on the 21st also. 
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. several gravestone rubbings done by 
bAndre, Genereux..<. A cane,which had 
'a twist-off tip and was hollowed out 
to hold maps,held special interest for 
would-be explorers Some past- 
‘ entertainment memorabilia was on hand. 
‘ The old Bellingham Drive-In sign"$6.00 
' a car-load", and old movie posters... 
. Books and photo albums pertaining to 
: Bellingham were on display. One part- 
/ lcular album contained a photographic 
starting at the Pine 
St. section and traveling to the other 
end of town in and near Hartford Ave. 
The pictures were paid for the a grant 
from the Arts Council. 

Many individuals and organizations 


- donated goods and services to add to 


There 
lemonade, 
cheese, crackers, cookies and pastries 
available free of charge to those at- 
tending. Joyce Godbout, of the Black- 
stone Valley Adult Day Health Center, 
donated a large supply of donuts. 

Door prizes were given away through a 
free raffle. First prize was won by 
Carol Simonson; she received a ceramic 
pitcher with "Bellingham" and the 
incorporation date stamped on it. 
Diana Crook's name was drawn as the 
winner of a country peg-board. The 
needlepoint tissue box cover was won 
by Paul Ahord. Rita Barsotti won the 
floral centerpiece, which replaced one 
of the prizes inadvertantly broken. 
Ann Kogut won the picture and lace 
hoop. All prize winners were resid- 
ents of Bellingham. A red, white and 
blue centerpiece was donated by the 
Country Greenery. Members of Boy 
Scout Troop #100 were available to 
help out, as they were working on a 


community-service project. 
The Memorial Day Parade was held 


The Commission set 
up our display in conjunction with 
the parade, as we felt more people 
would be around the Town Center and 
more apt to drop in to the exhibit. 
About 200 people viewed the exhibit 
and many expressed surprise and awe 
at the collection. There was a pre- 
vailing sentiment that the displays 
should be maintained in a more ,perm- 
anent and prominent place, so they 
could be viewed at other times. It 


the enjoyment of the event. 


seemed that many of those who toured ; 
the exhibit, went away-with restored 
pride in Bellingham. 


school teacher, and her sister, 
Laura, were interested viewers of 
our historical display. 


Historical Appreciation Day was 
not only about displaying artifacts 
in our possession, but also to re- 
cognize certain individuals who 
have helped to rreserve and promote 
local history. Many people fit 
this categore, but the Historical 
Commission regrettably could not 
recognize them all. Award recip- 
ients for 1989 incluced Chet Hood. 
Ida Hood and Ruth Spieler. Each 
of these individuals has helped 
safeguard local history. They have 
shared their resources with us over 
the years. Whether it was an arti- 
fact they donated or a piece of 
knowledge--their input was always 
weldome. It is people like them, 
who make the commission's work the 
success it is. 

During the award's ceremony, 
many prominent townsfolk were on 
hand. Selectman Chairman Larry 
Cibley gave a short speech, a part 


| 
Margaret Drown, past Bellingham 


of which promised the Historical Comm. 
a permanent place to display the vast 
array of historical materials we have. 
Other members of the Board of Select- 
men were also in attendance. Cita- 
tions were issued by State Representa- 
tive, Daniel Ranieri, to the nonorees 
for their dedication to local history. 
Commission Chairman Ernest Taft issued 
two framed certificates to the honor- 
ees. Mr. Taft also presente an en- 
graved gavel to past Commission Chair- 
man, Florence McCracken, for her many 


years of service. 


Award Recipient Chet Hood With 
Commission member Katie Breit- 
felder. 


Award Recipient 


Ida Hood 
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has become the new home ofthe Béell= 
ingham Historical Commission by vote 
of the Board of Selectmen this past 
summer. 

Those of you who have moved into 
new homes know what that involves. 
Commission members are busy cleaning, 
painting, repairing and trying to 
organize our material. 

We are in need of display tables 
if anyone would care to donate such 
items. 

When complete, we trust the 
building will be both a museum and 
a resource building for townspeople. 


220 2333 
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<a" "* The old Bellingham Center Library 
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Award Recivient Ruth Spieler 
with Commission member Eliza- 
beth Andrews, 


Special guests at Historical 
Appreciation Day included Evelyn and 
Kenneth Harbey. Mrs. Harvey is a 
direct descendant of Governor Richard 
Bellingham. The Harveys, who make 
their home in Australia, stayed with 
Mr. and Mrs. McCracken during their 
two month visit. They were also hon- 
ored, as they participated in the 
Memorial Day Parade. Also in the 
parade was Mrs. Glendolene Lee, Bell- 
ingham's oldest resident. Mrs Lee 
had the Boston Post Cane in her pos- 
session during the day's proceedings. 

All in all, May 21st was a very 
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A SMILE raises your ACE VALUE. 
Dail C. West. 
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successful day for Bellingham. The , 200-Year-01d Muster 3011 Discovered 
weather cooperated with ybright, jsunny| ~7 ic] gaiqa@se ple ce 0 ene 
skies. The Memorial Day Parade was | Bellingham- A 1775 muster roll con- 
videotaped by Access-Channel 8, the ; taining many names still familiar in 


local cable station. The cable work-j, Bellingham, was discovered by John 
ers also tried to tape the exhibits, | [undvall, the late researcher for the 
but lighting was insufficient. {| town's Historical Commission. 

‘The Historic Appreciation Day Dated April 17,1775, the roll con- 
exhibit was an overwhelming tribute {| tains 54 names from the Bellingham 
to our town's heritage. For those Company with Jesse Holbrook as cap- 


of you who missed the exhibit, we | tain. A duplicate of the muster roll 
hope you will come see the material | is in the possession of the Commission. 
on display in the NEW Historical Head¢+ According to the commission, the 
quarters. We will now be located in ; muster roll contains many names of 

the old Bellingham Center Library ' persons who are related to Bellingham 
Building. It will be opening in the : nesidents. 

near future as a historical resource j; Lundvall was commended for track- 
center and museum. We, on the Comm- | ing down and locating the muster roll. 


ission, hope that we can help you 
Make @ MEMOLY . « « oo « « cde eee Ete aH enunEs 
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BELLINGHAM'S OLDEST RESIDENT \ 


DO CERTAIN SMELLS ELICIT CERTAIN 


Mrs. Glendolene Lee will be cele-. MEMORIES FOR YOU--They do for us. 
brating her 99th birthday on Sept. 10, | a 


1989. She is Bellingham's oldest resi- |} 
dent, having been born in 1890. Mrs. | 
Jee is the first recipient of the 
Boston Post Cane, since the tradition 
of awarding it to the Town's oldest 
resident was reinstated lact year. 

she resides at 17 Depot Court, if 
anyone wishes to send her a birthday 
card. 

The cane is not in her possession 
at present. The cane is only taken out 
on special occasions because of its 
historical worth. 

The picture shows Mrs. Lee on 
May 2lst, 1989 attending Historical 
Beueectation Day. She vis a little 
camera shy, so she somewhat reluct- 
antly posed for this picture. 

We, on the Commission would like 
to wish her a "very Happy Birthday". 
We hope she has the honor of holding 
the cane for many more years to come. 


ginger bread baking 

new mown hay 

' freshly painted room 
smoke from a wood fire 

leaves burning 

. fresh apple pie 

‘ Onions frying 
newly cut lawn after rain 
"honey" wagon passing on street 
salt marshes at seashore 
scent of roses/lilacs in wind 
scent of line dried clothes 
pig/chicken farm (phew) 
fish pier 

. cheap perfume 

. dog sprayed by skunk 

anything sprayed by skunk 

freshly sawed wood/lumber 

backyard barbecue 

exhaust from NEW cars 

oil cleaner used on school floors 

chalk dust 

dill/sour pickles 

corn popping 

athletic socks/sneakers 

freshly perked coffee 

wet woolen mittens 

real Christmas tree 

monkey's cage at zoo 

freshly baked yeast bread 

after-shave cologne 

horse's saddle leather 

gasoline at filling station 

pipe togacco 

new car/furniture 

Old English furniture polish 

a pine grove 

all spices 

newly plowed ground 

skunk cabbage 

burned on food-sugar 

spaghetti sauce cooking 

red Lifebuoy soap 

cedar chest 

hot tarmac-paving roads 

train passing through town 

damp basement 
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CONTENTMENT newly-lit matches 
The secret of contentment bacon frying 
is knowing how to enjoy what you have newspaper 
and to be able to lose rainy i Teeth ee al. 3s 


all things beyond your reach. new shoes | 
--Linerutane cabbage cooking 


-5- 


On the fourteenth of May, a direct des- 
cendant of Governor Richard Bellingham vis- 
ited here from Australia and stayed with us 
for eight weeks. Evelyn Harvey and her hus- 
band, Ken, live in Katoomba, New South Wales, 
a town 3360 feet above sea level and about 
60 miles from Sydney. 

Evelyn is the great, great, great, great 
granddaughter of Gov. Richard Bellingham, a 
Puritan who arrived from England in 1634, 
along with his wife, Elizabeth, and son, 
Samuel. 

In 1641, Bellingham was elected the third 
governor of Massachusetts and was one of 26 
members to draw up the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony Charter. He served as Deputy Gov. in 
1653 followed by another one year term as 
Governor. He died in 1671 and is buried in 
the Old Granary Burying Ground in Boston. 

The Harveys arrived in Los Angeles on 
Quantas Air Lines, a 12 hour flight from 
Sydney. After spending a night in L.A. they 
flew to Boston, a 5 hour flight. 

Never having met the Harveys, I carried a 
Sign and Evelyn wore a flower so we'd recog- 
nise each other. We had been pen pals for 
a few years after she'd written to our town 
clerk inquiring about her ancestry. The let- 
ter was passed on to the Historical Commiss- 
ion and John Lundvall and I started to cor- 
respond with Evelyn. 

Their first introduction to the U.S. in 
L.A. wasn't to their liking due to the con- 
gestion of traffic. Boston traffic didn't 
appeal to them either. Arriving in Belling- 
ham on a Sunday afternoon, they found the 
town quaint and quiet. However, they were 
somewhat shocked at the noise and amount of 
weekday traffic. 

Town Clerk, Kathy Harvey, hosted a nice 
welcome party for them to introduce them to 
town dignitaries. They received citations 
from State Senator, Louis Bertonazzi, State 
Representative, Daniel Ranieri, the Board of 
Selectmen, who proclaimed May 18th. Evelyn 
Harvey Day, gifts of town hall and library 
tiles and stationary from the Library Board 
of Trustees and an amethyst pendant and tie 
tack from the Historical Commission. The 
amethysts were mined in Bellingham. They 
were also honored by riding in our Memorial 
Day Parade. 
a surprise to them. 

They were quite interested in the differ 
ent trees, birds and flowers in the U.S. 
Arriving in May, they were able to see our 
spring at its very best. They enjoyed the 
different shades of green as the trees were 
leafing out. In Katoomba,there are mostly 
gum trees which stay green all year. A tour 
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All the notoriety came as quit~ -—— 


of Western Nurseries, Fatima Shrine, Garden in 
the Woods and Heritage Plantation offered them 
a view of a variety of flowers. 

Cape Cod, Provincetown, Nantucket, Sturb- 
ridge Village, Edaville Railroad, a tour of 
Boston and an afternoon at the Grafton Flea 
Market gave them a varied glimps of Mass. 

In Rhode Island, we visited Wickford and 
Newport, where we visited two of the mansions. 
In Connecticut, we enjoyed a half day at 
Mystic Sea Port. In Maine, we visited Bar 
Harbor, Acadia National Park and a drive up 
Cadillac Mountain. 

We drove through the White Mountains and 
northern Vermont into Quebec. After visit- 
ing Ste. Ann's Shrine, we drove back through 
Montreal into upstate New York. We enjoyed 
Ausable Chasm, Lake Placid and a ferry ride 
across Lake Champlain to Burlington, Vt.and 
back to Bellingham. 

We got used to some "down under" express- 
ions such as 'good day mate', bloke, boot and 
bonnet, referring to the trunk and hood of a 
car, lounge room, referring to living room but 
mozzies stumped us. It's mosquitoes. They 
got a chuckle out of some of our expressions 
also. 

The money excange was a bit disappointing. 


‘For each $500 in Australian money they only 


received $360 in American currency. 

During our travels, we stopped at many gift 
shops and several Dexter Shoe Stores. Shoes 
average about $80 a pair in Australia and 
leather soles are impossible to find. Need- 
less to say, several pair of American shoes 
are treading on Australian turf. 

They seemes to enjoy American cusine but 


Evelyn longed for an Australian baked diner. 


As their vacation drew to a close, several 
members of the Historical Comm. took then 
out to diner. The day before they left, our 


family and some of the H. C. members enjoyed 

a cook out - an enjoyable end to what,we hope, 

was an enjoyable eight weeks. 
Ls Se 
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MHC's GRANT PROGRAM 


The Massachusetts Historical Comm- 
ission publishes a newsletter called 
"The Preservation Advocate". In the 
spring 1989issue, there was a short 
piece of particular interest to 
Bellinghamites. eS 

A grant was awarded to the Governon *** 
Bellingham-Carey House Association, for 
a restoration project, through the 
Massachusetts Preservations Project 
fund. The monies are awarded to commun- 
ities as "seed" money. It is given so 
that communities not only protect their 
historical structures, but so that 
further preservation is encouraged. 
Unfortunately, budget cuts jeopardize 
this program's scope. Many worthy pro- 
jects may have to be denied funding. 
Luckily, the Gov. Bellingham-Carey 
House Assoc. received their grant be- 
fore the fiscal crisis. When. the 
Harvey's visited Bellingham this summer 
they were glad to see that their ances- 
tor's place in history was being pro- 
tected and appreciated. : 


Historical Commission members are 
lways seeking new information to aug- 
ent our store of historical knowledge. 
Recently, H.C. members went searching 
ifor the site of an Indian grinding 
istone. The picture above shows the out- 
lcome of that search. Ernest Taft sits 
on the rock; the picture was taken by 
his companion on the mission, Cathy 
Mw Mucciarone. The rock has been tipped on 
Bits side, since it was utilized. It is 
the hope ot the commission that we can 
wg extract the grinding stone for display 
meat our new museum. 


ismertoir as the state considers next years budget 


Through the efforts of Barbara 
Jerrier----The Indian grinding 
Stone, pictured on this page, has 
been donated to the Historical 
Commission by Richard Varney. 


“it simplifies things for the city 
folks who volunteer for farm work.” 
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RITES OF AUTUMN: 


School Days 


One may think that a student 
giving a well-polished apple to his/ 
her teacher is an act of pure altruism 
Historical circumstances point to a 
more personal reason for the "ex- 


change". The teacher provides an ed- 
ucation, and the student gives a pit- 
tance in return. 

In the early days of education, 
school teachers were not always the 
recipients of salaries. The commun- 
ities would use a barter system to 
vay for their teacher's services. 
Goods and services would be presented 
to the teacher, who in turn would 
provide an education for the youne 
members of the community. The pre- 
sentation of an apple may be rimin- 
iscent of this "goods for payment" 
system. Of course, another argument 
is that the ingestion fo the sweet 
fruit would sweeten the attitude 
of the teacher toward the pupil when 
report-card time came around!!! 
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School Days 
Shopping Sprees 

Here are the clues: the ther- 
mometer drops a few degrees, the sales 
flyers have discount notebooks promin- 
ently displayed, mothers start ment- 
ionting haircuts, and children start 
groaning (for no apparent reason). 

So, what time of year is it? You 
guessed it: Back to school. 

There are certain basic under- 
takings which are associated with the 
return to the classrooms. One of the 
most widespreas is the pre-fall shop- 
ping spree. N@w, in this society of 
ours, the accumulation of possessions 
is encouraged. Having new finery to 
Show off has become as much a fixture 
of late summer advertising as have 
pleas to stock up on lunch boxes and 
spiral notebooks. 

Along side this commercial reas- 
Ooning, there is also a significant 
historical background to this custom, 
It goes back to the time when man was 
a cave dweller. I bet you think this 
1s stretching it a bit. 

Here's the reasoning: 


AN 


RITES OF AUTUMN: 


As the 


days grew shorter and the winds blew 


colder, the need for more protective 
body coverings became a major force 
in the caveman's life. The hunts in- 
creased, leading to the acquisition 
of furs and hides to help weather the 
coming season. 

The gathering of furs and food 
stores to get through the winter 
season, Started early in the fall. 
The cavemen made ready by stockpiling 
the necessary items. Migrants used 
these animal garments to ensure 
warmth against the harshness of the 
atmosphere they lived in. 


So, the tradition of supplement- 
ing one's wardrobe in September is 
not a new phenomena in America. In 
fact, it turns out to be almost ins- 
tinctual. Imagine not being prepared : 


Grades 1-2-3 Center School 1913 


Top row: Teacher, Ethel Rockwell,Marguerite Cooke 
Mohan White, Irene Ratti, Gladys Iby, Alex- 
ander Moore, Elizabeth Dawley, Ralph Sanderson. 


Middle row: Alice Sanderson, Alfred Brothers, Elsie ?, 
------ , Madeline Reid, Ashley Felton, 
Beatrice Symmes. 


Front row:  ------- Roberts, Beatrice Byron, Wilbur 
Woodman, Marion Adams ,----------- ; 
Mary Byron, Blanche Stockton, James 
Stockton, Walter Adams. 
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AN OLD VIOLIN 
Author unknown 


ish crowd 


| Never can quite understand 


"It was battered and scarred and the! The worth of the soul and the change 


auctioneer 
Thought it scarcely worth his while 


But he held it up with a smile. 


"Who'll start the bidding for me? 

A dollar, a dollar, then two, only 
two? 

Two dollars and who'll make it 
three? 


"'Three dollars once and three dol- 
lars twice, 

And going for three, but no!' 

From the room far back a gray-haired 
Iman 

Came forward and picked up the bow. 

And wiping the dust from the old 
violin 

And tightening the loosened strings, 

He played a melody pure and sweet, 

Sweet as an angel Sings. 


"The music ceased and the auctioneer 

In a voice that was quiet and low 

Said, "What am I bid for the old 
Vi0Pin?.' 

And he held it up with the bow. 

"A thousand dollars and who'll make 


it two? 

Two thousand and who'll make it 
three? 

Three thousand once,three thousand 
twice 


And going and gone!' said he. 


"The people cheered but some of 
them cried, 

"We don't quite understand. 

What changed its worth?' Quick 
came the reply: 

'The touch of the master's hand. 

And many a man with life out of tune 

And battered and scarred with sin 

Is auctioned cheap to the thought- 
less crowd, 

Much like the old violin. 


"A mess of pottage, a glass of wine, 
A game and he travels on. 

He's going once, he's going twice, 
He's going and almost gone. 

But the Master comes and the fool- 


that's wrought 


: By the touch of the Master's hand." 
To waste much time on the old violin: 


’ Thanks to Father Gilmartin for the 
‘What am I bid, good folks?' he cried 


-use of this moving poem. 


| RITES OF AUTUMN: September 


You can thank Peter J. McGuire for 
the first Monday in September you have 
off. In 1882, as President of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners, he approached the "authorit- 
ies" with a new idea. McGuire wanted 
to declare a holiday which promoted 
and recognized that cornerstone of 
American life - the industrial spirit. 

Against the judgement of manage- 
ment, about 10,000 people left their 
jobs to participate in a march from 
Union Square up Fifth Ave. to 42nd &t. 
in New York City. This ‘parade’ rec- 
eived much attention across the coun- 
try. In this time of sharp definit- 
ion bewween the ‘'rich' and 'poor' of 
American society, strikes and labor 
uprisings were not uncommon. The 
workers had much to complain about - 
child labor, long hours, short pay, 
unsafe working conditions.......all 
were meeting resistance. 

_ Management felt that to bow 
down to labor on this one small idea, 
was better than risking their outrage 
On more controversial matters. Labor 
Day Originated as a one day trade off, 
in lieu of decent working conditions. 
By 1893, 30 states had made Labor 
Day an annual event. Today, it is 
recognized nationwide as a day which 
honors a basic principle of our cap- 
italistic society: Hard work and 
Perserverance will eventually be re- 
warded. 


By Joyce Kilmer 


' 
TREES | 
I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree. 
A tree whose hungry mouth is pressedi 
Against the earth's sweet flowing 


| 
breast. 
_ tee 
nea dove ILMER BECAME 
ree that looks to God all day Joyce Miumer Became 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray. POEM “TREES” HE WAS 
| LATER KILLED IN BATTLE 
A tree that may in Summer wear ce ORE Or a 
A nest of robins in her hair; | 


Who intimately lives with rain. 


Poems are made by fools like me, 


Upon whose bosom snow has lain; | 
But only God can make a tree. 


QUESTION: Who was Joyce Kilmer? 


| ANSWER: Joyce Kilmer was an American poet, critic 

and essayist who became famous for his poern ‘‘Trees,” 
f which appeared in 1913. One of the most widely-known of 
: all American poems, ‘‘Trees’’ begins with the famous 
8 


lines, ‘I think that I shall never see/A poem lovely as a 
tree.’ It was later made into a popular song. 

Alfred Joyce Kilmer, a native of New Jersey, was born 
in 1886. He studied at Rutgers and Columbia universities 
and received his degree in 1908. He worked as a Latin 
teacher before joining the editorial staff of the “Standard 
Dictionary.” In 1913, he began writing for the New York 


Bellingham's oldest tree that 
was pictured in issue 103, is no 
longer with us. It was located at 
the end of Hixson St. on the former 
Malcolm Hendry property. Nothing 


q 
is left but a tall stump where it hi Times, where he worked on the Sunday pa and 
a book review sections. As part of his work for the Times, 
had been cut down. The tree We Ss Kilmer interviewed literary figures of the day. These in- 
over 300 years old and the pride of terviews served as the basis for Kilmer’s book, 
the Historical Commission. api n as the ema BS yc appeared in 1917. 
. ‘Trees’’ first appeared in “Poetry Magazine”: in 1913, 
; We understand it : was cut down and its sentimental verse caught the public’s fancy im- 
in 1988 when a dead limb fell and mediately. When World War I began, Kilmer enlisted in 
nearly hit a child. Whether or the infantry as a private. He was made a sergeant and 


was sent to France, where he was killed in battle. His 
wife, Aline Murray Kilmer, also was a noted poet. 
i gf a Ron Berthel 8/18 


not the whole tree was dead is not 
known. *¢ ‘\ See 
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An acorn is not an oak tree when it 
is sprouted. It must go through long 
hot summers and fierce winters; it has 
to endure all that frost and snow and 
side-striking winds can bring before 
it is .a.full-grown oak. These are 
rough teachers, but rugged school- 
masters make rugged pupils. So, a man 
is not a man when he is created, he is 
only begun. His manhood must come 
with years. 
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Al Fitzpatrick, Howard Bebe, Howard "Rusty" Rogers 
CLT cawl 954 loaned hv Gertrude Taylor 
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Deltiology- The Hobby of Postcard 
Collecting 


Have you ever gone to a flea 
market and seen tables of shoeboxes 
containing postcards? Did you ever 
wonder who would pay for used post- 
cards? Well, most likely you are 
dealing with deltiologists on both 
counts. 

Card collectors have a wide 
range of subject matter from which 
to choose. Postcards cover every 
conceivable topic. Detiologists 
may specialize or just have a large 
collection of many different cards. 
One way to specialize is to acquire 
cards depicting one place over a 
Dn OLetimes. “lt 1s interesting to 
see how time and change interact. 

Postcards have been available 
since the early 1900's. There are 4 
basic eras of card production. So, 
it is easy to date cards that do not 
have a postmark, simply by looking 


at the style or texture. 


Pre-1920 cards are among the 
Oldest available. These were sent 
and collected by people in what is 


i 
known as "The Golden Age of paekcendet 


Before television and other forms of 
electronic entertainment, 
amused themselves with hobbies, 
meeeard collecting. .in;1908, 


such 
the 


United States Postal Service has 


records indicating that over 
677,000,000 cards were mailed. Many | 
of the cards printed at this time 
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people | 


Some Class to the Fishing at 


Wish You Were Here 


came from Germany, where the quality 
of printing was better than in the US. 

During the 1920's and 1930's, 
white border cards became popular. 

A white border surrounds the face 
Side of the card. It acts like a 
frame around a picture. 

The next era of cards are 
called 'linens'. These were printed 
On a textured linen paper. They date 
arom the 1930%s to the 1950's. The 
linens were manufactured in the U.S. 
because the war with Europe inter- 
fered with printing and exports from 
those countries. United States man- 
ufacturers had to compensate as best 
they could with the available supply 
of paper. 

Modern-day postcards are called 
"chromes".. »Most. of. the.cards.you »see 
On postcard racks today are chromes. 
They are easily identified by their 
golossy finish. The first chromes 
were printed by Union Oil around 
1939. The majority available today 
are obviously much newer. 

Foreigh cards are interesting 
and educational. They depict scenes 
of faraway places. Some collectors 
strive to obtain cards from the lands 
of their ancestors. 
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Cards sold today are found with 
a diverse price range. They run the 
spectrum from the bargain box 10¢ 
items to signed artist cards worth 
hundreds. Most cards are available 
for under $5.00. The real postcard 
“connoiseur may be tempted to invest 
‘more money into the hobby and really 
.-create a masterscollection. 

Just about any topic you can 
think of is depicted by postcards. 
Some of today's most popular ones 
include: hotels, bridges, romance, 
children, sports, ships, humor, ani- 
mals, fashions, personalities and 
trains. But;sifiwour taste runssto 
flowers and cowboys, cards can be 
found to £2t those bilities too; LE. you 


ROLL RELLINGHAM, MASSADMULETTS 


It is fascinating to see how a 
simple hobby has evolved over the 
vears. In just the 80-90 years of 
postcard production, many distinct 
changes have occured. Postcards, 
once a means of socializing are now 
a staple of big business. Why just 
the other day, I received a postcard 
reminding me it was time for my an- 
nual eye exam. Postcards have cer~ 
tainly come a long way. Perhaps this 
little article will entice: you to 
become an avid deltiologist or just 
dust off an old collection. Sither 
way---Happy Collecting!!! 
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Drone for Sale 


Who will buy my dreams today, 
I've a large supply. . 
There’s a new one just arrived, 
You might like to try. 

They come in many sizes, 

So one is sure to fit, 

If you've a special wish, perhaps 
This big one might be it. 

See how the colors sparkle, 
How intricate the weave, 

There is a guarantee attached 
That you would not believe. 
Love is the only price you pay, 
So who will buy my dreams today? 


Grace E. Easley 


“Bat | didn’t invent it. | made this doorway, 
and there it was!” 
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Enjoy what you can and endure 


what you must. 
-Goethe 


we know the Worth o Woler. 


* Benjamin Tranklin. 
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28 TLE conmigs, presented by 


we Bellingham Historical Commission : & 
7 Bunestulart) *0geaechairman ‘0 Ne 
Florence McCracken ‘& 

Rita Sawyer Bas 

Cathy Mucciarone Ne 
Elizabeth Andrews ee 

Katie Breitfelder ea 

Susan La Plante A 


The commission would like to welcome? 


7 


Susan LaPlante as its newest mem- 


ber. WE look forward to working with 


Ng 


ay 4p 

~ 

 «.- and feel she will be a terrific & 
4easset to the commission. gag 
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BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL 
BELLINGHAM, MA. 02019 


Editor’s Mailbox 


ear Friends, 

I am very sorry I «as unable to 
attend your Historical Appreciation 
Tay. 


I am especially sorry to have not | 
seen Ruth receive her award. 
Hopefully some day I will be able | 
to visit in Bellingham. 
I am enclosing a checx to be in- 
cluded in the funds for publishing | 
the Comments. : 
Atea A. Xiefer : 
i 


a 


Fear 5ir: 
After living in Bellingham for 30 | 
years, we are moving to Hampstead, 
Ni 
We will miss all the friends we | 
have made, but so that we won't miss ! 
the Crimpville Comments, which we ) 
have enjoyed so much, we are sending | 
a donation and hope you will add us 
to your mailing list. 
(Francis P.) @ Ila Jean Sneeden | 


DEATHS 
Elwin Graves Oct. '88 
Pearl Gallagher May'89 
David O'Rourke May'89 
Paul Robinson May'89 
Alfred DeTore July'89 
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DONATIONS 


Phyllis Rhodes 

Andrea cCrossman 

Harry C.& M.Lillian York 
Henry & Helen Dufresne 

Ernest & xite Sawyer 

Margaret & Laura Drown 

Wrs. Fred Thibedeau 

Frederick & Florence Thibedeau 
Francis & Ila Sneeden 

Atea Kiefer 


Have you had a kindness shown? 
Pass it: on-------~ 
.- Henry Burton 
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